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He was very fiercely attacked for this speech
by the pacifists at the time, both in public and
private. He made a characteristic reply to their
pin-pricks. " Perhaps it would have been better
if I had not made the speech ! There would have
been war, and the Prussian bully would have
got the thrashing he deserves ! "
Then, as since, nothing irritated and angered
him more than the attitude of Germany to France.
" It is simply persecution! " he used to say.
" The world cannot be carried on along these
lines! "
So he had already a dim perception of the great
issue which was so soon to divide the world.
Between 1908 and 1914 came that " Turtle
Dove " period (1912-14) during which Germany
wooed us. Never had Germany been more
friendly to Great Britain than she was in the
spring of that fatal year, 1914; never had our
relations been more smooth; never had her
protestations of affection been more numerous.
The change from 1911 was almost startling.
Perhaps It ought to have startled us more. It
is so easy to be sages after the accomplished fact.
But it is not often that the architects of suspicion
build wisely ; their day comes once In a while,
and they rejoice exceedingly. It is, perhaps,
the worst crime of Germany that she has
strengthened that sinister creed of doubt, and
lowered faith between man and man.